
News/ Feature 

Hard work is the driving force 
for this year's Future Farmers of Amer-
ica at Water Valley. The program is un-
der the direction of JP Chavarria, who 

is returning for a 2nd consecutive year 
at Water Valley. The expectations for 
the program are to have more Leader-
ship Development competitive teams 
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Trent Tew helping treat the Pig,with Mr. Chavarria’s guidance 
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and Career Development, competitors. Mr. Chavar-
ria and his dedication to FFA is the reason why the 
kids are more interested than in the past years 
with the program at Water Valley. In order to en-
courage as many new students as possible to be-
come more involved with the program, Mr. Chavar-
ria suggested, “To find what the student likes, gets 
them involved as well as educating them on what 
the program has to offer.” This kind of thinking has 
broadened the interest of students in the FFA pro-
gram. 

Mr. Chavarria’s officers for the program are 
another reason it has become more successful in 
recent years. The FFA president for the 2018-19 
school year is Carlee Sims. Miss Sims has goals in 
mind that she would like to accomplish this season. 
When asked what her top three goals are as the 
Chapter Officer she replied, “My goals are to build a 
more successful program by getting more people 
involved, having the involved students be more 

competitive at meets, and most importantly, to 
have a lifelong impact on the future generations of 
the program by educating them.” For the student 
that wants to get involved with the program but 
doesn’t know what it is, Miss Sims described it as, “ 
An association that helps kids get involved in agri-
culture which grants scholarships to further their 
education within the agriculture department they 
decide to work in. Signing up for an LDE or CDE 
allows the students to become more involved be-
cause the most exciting factor of FFA is the compe-
titions.” Carlee also added, “Signing up for an LDE 
or CDE is the only way for a student to experience 
how fun FFA truly is, and to show the amount of 
work and drive they have for the program.” Miss 
Sims encourages any student interested in agricul-
ture to get involved because the experience will 
pay off. 

“We have had great leadership out here 
from both younger as well as older students”,  
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Jason Gomez, Shelby Gothard, Jordan Stovall, and  

Conner Glass at Area LDE  

Photo Courtesy of  JP Chavarria  

Rosie Rodela, Canon Weise, Jordan Stovall, Jason Gomez, 

Bryson Owen, and Kylie Bradley at State FFA Conference 
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stated Mr. Chavarria. The reason for this great 
leadership and work ethic is the way Mr. Chavar-
ria handles the classroom; he assigns the stu-
dents more hands-on experience rather than 
work out of a textbook. The members of Water 
Valley FFA are the ones who “show up willing to 
do what it takes to get the job done,” stated Cha-
varria, especially with the work ethic of the CDE 
competition judging teams. The cotton, horse, 
and livestock teams plan to practice hard this 
year and continue to grow. With diligent hard 
work, they hope that they can get another return-
ing shot at state, and bring home the blue and 
gold banner. 

The FFA program here at Water Valley is 
growing and becoming stronger every day. The 
creed and motto of the program help the students 
to know what is expected of them being an FFA 
member. Even though it’s introduced early on, 
it's something that these models of society will  

 

 
 
 

keep and take with them in the future. The pro-
gram teaches these students to become leaders in 
everything they choose to do. The Water Valley 
FFA program will continue to grow and become 
more successful in years to come by impacting 
the lives of the Water Valley community. 
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“My goals are to build a more successful 

program by getting more people 

involved, having the involved students 

be more competitive at meets, and most 

importantly, to have a lifelong impact 

on the future generations of the 

program by educating them.” 

                                                    -Carlee Sims 

Collin Hughes and Justin Garcia are Problem Solving in the Ag Shop 

Photo Courtesy of  Fabian Gomez  
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By Raylee Jewell  
 

Chefs are required to have a lot of experi-
ence. They have to put in the hard work and long 
hours, and have to be fully devoted to their goals. 
Most of the chefs that you see today started very 
young., and have grown into their roles. It takes 
intensive training and perseverance to become an 
amazing chef. Kalyssa Quintana, a 4th-grade stu-
dent of Water Valley, and is on her way to doing 
just that, becoming a chef to remember. 

Kalyssa recently competed in the Fort Con-
cho cooking competition hosted by Taylor County. 
She received 1st place with Skinny Sour Cream 
Enchiladas and will now advance to the district 
competition with her team in the Junior age divi-
sion. The judges of the competition were Kathe-
rine Shipman, Luann Shipman, Kandice Everitt, 
and Morgan Runyan. There were a total of 18 girls 
on the team, and when Kalyssa competed in dis-
trict and placed 5th out of 23 contestants.  

She has always showed interest in the 
kitchen ever since she was two years old. When 
asked of Ashley Draper, Kalyssa’s mother, who 
she thought her daughter’s inspiration was, Ash-
ley answered, “Her Gami was a big inspiration for 
her and she helped her build interest into cook-
ing. She started helping her Gami out by just 
pouring and mixing ingredients that were already 
measured out for her. When she was about three 
years old she cracked her first egg!” The first dish 
she ever made was her Gami’s brownies, made 
completely from scratch. Her mom started letting 
her help cook dinner for her family, and now she 
can even make her family a full meal by herself.  

In 2017, Kalyssa entered the same cooking 

competition and her mother commented, “Last 
year she made chicken alfredo spaghetti squash for 
the County food show. That took some trial and er-
ror. Alfredo sauce from scratch is not an easy task.” 

Organizer, Courtney Redman stated, “There 
is always high expectations for the cooks! Presen-
tation is everything here. They have to not only 
learn how to cook the recipe with food safety skills, 
but they are expected to make adjustments to 
make it healthier.  They also have to know what 
types of nutrients are in the dish and what it does 
for your body.”  

From my impression of Kalyssa, I feel that 
her skills and her drive to create will be a driving 
force as she pursues the culinary arts, if that's what 
she chooses to do. An inspiration to us all.  

Kalyssa Quintana getting ready to Present her Cuisine. 

 Photo Courtesy of  Ashley Draper 
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By: Emma Rust and Vivienne Nelms  

 On November 9th and 10th, two of our 
very own Water Valley ISD students starred in the 
San Angelo Performing Arts Center production of 
The Addams Family: The Musical Comedy. The 
students, Emily Lemons, and Macee Sims, did not 
join the play for financial profit; they performed 
purely for their love of theater. 

The Addams Family: The Musical Comedy 
follows a roughly 20-year-old Wednesday Addams, 
as she meets a special man and prepares for dinner 
with their two families. Wednesday is unsure and 
quite nervous to see what the two families will 
think of each other, and her worst nightmares 
come to life as the family dinner ends up in a disas-
ter. The families are shocked at the end of the din-
ner to discover that Wednesday and her beloved 
had already planned to get married. The play 
wraps up by focusing on the families making up, 
and realizing that love is more important than any 
differences they may have. 

The performers worked day and night to 
make the play as special and accurate as possible. 
Their practices ranged from two to five o’clock on 
Sundays, and five to eight o’clock on Tuesdays; 
overall, taking approximately three and a half 
months for the production to reach perfection. 

Emily Lemons, a junior at Water Valley 
High, contributed to the musical by playing the 
role of an unnamed, ancestral Egyptian woman. 
Her role consisted of shouting words of encour-
agement to the main characters, and performing 
songs with her group of other ancestors. When 
asked what she enjoyed most about portraying 
her character, she said that she enjoyed the 
group aspect of it all. She wasn’t the only ances-
tor in the production, so that allowed her to 
work and grow with her group. Emily recalls 
that the Addams Family musical is unlike any 
other other production that she’s ever seen, and 
that the uniqueness of the play is what attracted 
her to it. 

This was Emily’s first time being in a 
play not involved with the school. She really 
enjoyed the atmosphere that the play created, 
and wants to continue being a part of San An-
gelo Broadway Academy future productions 
until she’s too old to participate. Afterwards, 
she plans on majoring in theater and fulfilling 
her dream of acting for the rest of her career. 

Macee Sims, a fourth grader at Water 
Valley, played the role of an ancestor as well. 

Macee Sims posing with her parents, Chad and Michelle 

Sims after her performance 

Photo Courtesy of Colby Stovall  
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Emily Lemons and Macee Sims posing after the play. 

Photo Courtesy of  Evelyn Lemons  

Group Photo Signed by the Cast 

Photo Courtesy of Evelyn Lemons 
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Her character was similar to Emily’s; she 
danced and sang along with her group. When 
asked about her opinion on performing in front 
of an audience that included her classmates, 
she said, “It felt good. It’s fun because I like oth-
er people to watch our plays”. Macee wasn’t 
nervous about the crowd; in fact, she was quite 
excited to perform in front of others. Her confi-
dence most likely stems from her experience 
participating in at least five other plays. 
Macee’s struggles with the play mainly consist-
ed of putting on her wig correctly by herself 
and learning all of her dances, but with prac-
tice, she overcame both of those problems. 

These two young actresses worked hard 
to make their parts of The Addams Family com-
edy the best that they could, and their dedica-
tion showed through the success of the play. 
Any future productions that star these actress-
es is sure to see their diligence and skill. 

A6 



A4 

Suiting 

Up  

at the 

Fort  

Ethan Chapman and Mason Lemons  

 A few times a year, commotion begins to stir 
at Fort Concho, where the drill is called over the 
field and artillery fires on the hour; where a few 
boys dressed in blue, wool infantry uniforms join 
the adults in teaching the community about the life 
of a soldier from 1874. They are members of the 
Youth Infantry from Fort Concho. 
 The Youth Infantry of Fort Concho in San 
Angelo, Texas was started in 2008, and is made up 
of teenagers age 15 and older from the surround-
ing area. The group’s job is to dress up as soldiers 
from the year 1874, and teach kids about the daily 
life of the men who lived at the fort, along with his-
tory about Fort Concho itself. The participants ben-
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    Logan Chapman and Mason Lemons Presenting Arms 

Photo Courtesy of Teresa Culbertson 

Levi Smith Leading his Troops. 

Photo Courtesy of Teresa Culbertson 
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efit from being a part of the overall program, work-
ing with others, learning about history, giving pub-
lic presentations, and in some cases, being mentors 
and leaders for newer members. These young men 
are equipped with all of the same gear a soldier 
back in 1874 might be issued. They are also shown 
how to safely load, and fire the artillery pieces just 
like the infantry at the fort would have been. This 
allows the Youth Infantry to make the experience 
as accurate as possible for the visitors, making the 
time spent at Old Fort Concho memorable and fun. 
  The Youth Infantry of Fort Concho contains 

students from Water Valley High School. These 
students include Levi Smith, Logan Chapman, Ma-
son Lemons, and Ethan Chapman. These boys 
have been participating in the infantry and for as 
long 6 years. Most of them were influenced by a 
previous member of the Youth Infantry to 
join,  and have had a great time doing it, which 

have led them to seek out other boys to join the 
group. Levi Smith verified this by saying “ Yes, it 
is a great learning experience and it makes you 
appreciate the simple things in life, like your 
phone or air conditioning.” Logan Chapman 
shared similar feelings when he talked about fir-
ing the artillery and replied: “It will put hair on 
your chest.” Both boys have expressed feelings of 
gratitude toward the Youth Infantry program for 
helping them to perceive things differently, and 
contribute toward their self-growth. 

  The director of the program, Cory Robinson, 
has been in charge of the Youth Infantry of Fort 
Concho since the beginning. He has taught the 
boys how to march, handle the rifles, and a multi-
tude of life skills these boys need to know.  

    Robinson has taken the boys to multiple events 
at Fort Chadbourne, Fort Croghan, Fort Stockton, 
and Fort McKavett, along with the 2015 Texas 
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Logan and Ethan Chapman  getting a Picture to Send Home. 

Photo Courtesy of  Teresa Culbertson 
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State Inauguration Parade, flag ceremonies, and 
other events. Their biggest events are the Sum-
mer Programs at Fort Concho, Frontier Day at 
Fort Concho, and Christmas at Old Fort Concho. 
Robinson has said his favorite memory is sit-
ting on his desk when the program was al-
lowed to get a glass picture taken of six of 
the group’s members with all of their field 
gear, taken with wet plate photography. This 
picture takes around one minute to take, and 
unless you want a blurry picture, there can-
not be any movement. Robinson has enjoyed 
handling the program and watching the 
members of it grow as they experience more 
endeavors. 
 Fort Concho is a second home to the 
boys of the Youth Infantry program; they 

take part in activities occurring at the Fort year-
round including teaching and learning about a 
lifestyle that is no longer seen in today’s society. 

 

The Youth Infantry of Fort Concho Texas 

Photo Courtesy of Teresa Culbertson 
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 “One of the great mistakes of life is to think 
that talent alone is enough to be great and become 
a high achiever.”- Matt Mayberry, former NFL line-
backer. As Mayberry states, talent alone will not 
make you superior to everyone else. Success is 
measured by the sweat and tears an individual 
feeds into the things they care about. It is about 
time and effort. God has blessed each individual  

 
 

with a different talent, sometimes with more skill 
than others. However, it is up to that person how 
much their talent will grow and bloom, depending 
on how much it is nurtured. When hard work is 
put into the mix of things, God-given talent will 
develop into a skill that is rightly earned. Short-
term success is a byproduct of talent minus hard 
work. Consequently, long-term success comes 

Editorial Cartoon By: Emma Rust 

Does Talent Do The Job? 
By:  Kenzie Jordan 

B1 



B2 

with determination and a little bit of “elbow 
grease”. 

 Hard work is the one factor that develops skill; it 
is the strengthening component that prolongs suc-
cess. As Jacqueline Walker states, “Talent gives us 
a spark, but hard work allows us to create a flame 
that will burn for a long time.” Talent is only the 
beginning; it creates a premature atmosphere for 
determination and hard work to seep into. It can 
be the foundation for skill to build upon. For ex-
ample, there is a team with well-rounded talent, 
then there’s a team with some talent that loves the 
process of becoming better athletes. The first 
team goes to practice every day, however never 

putting in the extra time and effort afterward. The 
second team lifts weights, runs mileage in the 
morning hours before dawn, and stays after prac-
tice when the moon is stealing the sun to practice 
plays. The extra time and effort pay off in the end. 
When these two teams meet up, the deserving, 
hard-working team will take the day and end up 
on top.  

 Talent cannot do the job alone; hard work is re-
warding, always paying off in the end. The blood, 
sweat, and tears make the final product that much 
more fulfilling. Hard work entails focus, desire, 
and heart. Desire and heart add a special element 
into success. Tunnel vision takes every element 
from the hectic world and pushes it aside, allow-
ing for limited distractions. When we lose sight of 
what we’re working for, we take a wrong turn and 
fall onto a path of “easy way outs”. Zero satisfac-
tion will derive from the limited effort. Hard work 
makes the reward sweeter in the end. 

 Do something that you won’t regret. Do 
something amazing, something worth it. The only 
way something will be “worth it” is if you pour pre-

cious time and effort into it. When sacrifices are 
made, reaping the benefits become extremely valu-
able, no matter how talented you are. As Tim Notke 
states, “Hard work beats talent when talent doesn’t 
work hard.” Talent alone doesn’t put you at the top, 
hard work will get you there, and will also make 
the rewards satisfying. as stated by Jeff Goins. Suc-
cess is inevitable when hard work and discipline 
are inevitable, not when talent is present. 

 
 

“Excellence is born not of any 

particular innate ability, but 

of practice,” - Jeff Goins 

Aleena Sweeten works  diligently on her  

Self Portrait in the Art Studio 

Photo Courtesy of Christopher Voss 



“Because Jesus was born on  

Christmas and I love Jesus so much!” 

Chesney Baker 

“Because Jesus was born on 
Christmas and of course it brings 
your family together.”-Brittany 
Sutton 

“To show the world that  

Jesus was born!” -Selah Padilla 

I like the food.”  

-Levi Smith 

“Because of 

family and 

spending time 

together.” -

Keara Zapata 

“Why Christmas? To take the 
focus off of ourselves and put it 
on others. Why Christmas?  To 
have the mind of Christ and love 
others as he loves us.” -Betty 
Williams 

“Christmas is time when 
most people put aside 
their differences to show 
kindness to a stranger. It 
may simply be a "Merry 
Christmas" or it may be 
giving to an organization 
that helps those in need. 
Christmas brings out the 
best in people.” -Dane 
Hoover 

“Because if not for Jesus, we would 
all be lost with nothing to live and 
die for!!!” 

 -James Ditmore 

“The most important reason for 

Christmas is to celebrate our gift 

of baby Jesus!  We are reminded to 

love one another as He does us! Life 

gets so busy sometimes and people 

tend to get wrapped up in their 

schedules, looking ahead and not 

looking at the present. This time of 

year throws a huge reminder our way 

to slow down, take in the present, 

and enjoy the presence of the beauty 

right in front of us!”  

-Kristina Lange 

“After all the shopping hustle 

and bustle, Christmas  is a time 

to slow down, give thanks to 

the Lord for our salvation, 

cherish our blessings over the 

past year, and spend making 

up lost hours visiting/loving 

with friends and family.” -

Brenda Greebon 

“I think of presents.” - Cassie Hill 

“My mom and family.” -Emily Lemons 

“Christmas is a time 

to spend with family 

and friends.” -

Hunter Davis 

“I think we are all very lucky and blessed 
to have residency on this Earth and the 

reason for that is due to God’s grace and 
mercy. To me, Christmas is about cele-

brating and giving just as Jesus did when 
he walked on this Earth.” - Keegan Foltz 

“Christmas is the warmest time of the year, and 

not in terms of the weather. Hearts are warm-

er, family gatherings are warmer, and the  

appreciation and love that hangs in the air is 

very evident. Christmas is a time to recognize 

the birth of our Savior Jesus, and spend quality  

family time.” -Kenzie Jordan 

“The presents 
and spending 
time with family.” 
- Rosie Rodela “Why Christmas...The sweet smells, the 

excitement it brings, the time spent with 
family, and time to reflect on the most 
important gift of all...Jesus!” -Robin Smith 

“Because Jesus 
didn't come to 
be forgotten.” -
Kendra Hoover 

“Hanging out with 

my family and 

worshiping Christ 

at church on 

Christmas Eve.”  

-Wyatt Sutton 

Why Christmas? My absolute favorite Christmas story 

or movie in “A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens. I 

love the way it answers the question of 

“Why Christmas”. The message of the story is the 

importance of charity and good will towards all human 

kind. It reinforces the idea of strong family relation-

ships.  It also emphasizes the importance of family 

and relationships over gift giving. At the end of the 

story Mr. Scrooge commits his life to making the 

world a better place, and helping the less fortu-

nate.  „Why Christmas‟…because Christmas opens 

our hearts to make the world a better place.   

- Wayland Cooksey 

C1 



By Keegan Foltz 
 

  The 2018 Water Valley Lady Wildcats fell in 
love with volleyball back in the third grade, and 
haven’t been able to wait to get a taste of the 
state tournament ever since. With a new head 
coach and five seniors to lead the team, these 
girls were hungry for victory for the upcoming 
season. Before pre-season even begun, the team 
prepared at a camp together, directed by the one 
and only Coach Andrea Hutchins, better known 
as “Coach Hutch”. The revisitation of the State 
Championship coach only gave the girls more 
reason to strive for the best. Later on down their 
journey, the Lady Wildcats started pre-season by 
pushing through some tough games against big 
competitors in order to strengthen them for what 
would be their longest season in recent years. 
The next stop on the trek for these girls would be 
District. District began with high expectations, 
and the Lady Wildcats did nothing less than dom-
inate. With taking out their biggest competitors, 
Veribest and the defending state champion Bron-
te, Water Valley earned the District Champion-
ship. This would be the first gold ball of 2018 
added to their collection. 

 Next up on their journey would be playoffs. 
As the Lady Wildcats entered the playoffs, the 
games became more involved and intense. Leading 
up to each game, the fans of Water Valley were no-
tified of a theme taking place that was chosen by 
the head of the student section, known as the “Yell 
Squad”. Family, fans, and supporters traveling 
many miles to follow the volleyball girls had no 
problem in taking each theme challenge. For the 
first of many rounds, Area, the Lady Wildcats took 
on the Lady Eagles of Chillicothe, and planned to 
make it a blackout. Therefore, the stands filled 
with fans wearing black to show their support. The 

girls fought hard through every set and came out 
with the win of three sets to one against Chillico-
the, crowning them the Area Champions, and tak-
ing possession of their next trophy.  
 Proceeding down the road, the Lady Wild-
cats made the Veribest Falcons their target one last 
time in the Regional Quarterfinals. They planned to 
hunt down the Falcons for the win, so the theme 
was camo. All of small-town Water Valley packed 
the stands, ready for a surprise attack in their cam-
ouflage. As the game began, it seemed as if Veribest 
never saw the Lady Wildcats coming; Water Valley 
swept the Falcons in three sets to advance to the 
Regional Tournament. The anticipation grew for 
the Lady Wildcats to prove themselves from the 
previous year in the first round of the tournament. 
The opponent they would face would be the Klon-
dike Cougars, which is the same team that had 
stopped the Lady Wildcats from advancing the pre-

The Girls Running into State 

Photo Courtesy of  Angie Glass  
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ceding year in the Regional Semi-Finals, the same 
round they were entering. Remaining calm and re-
laxed, they decided to take the Cougars on a vaca-
tion back home, with their Hawaiian theme. While 
the decked out fans filled the gym with hula skirts, 
coconut bras, and flowered shirts, the Lady Wild-
cats kept their minds set on the one game ahead of 
them. They knew that it would be important to not 
let tradition repeat itself, play their game, and let 
their long hours of hard work pay off. As the Lady 
Wildcats surfed through the Klondike game, they 
only proved how prepared they were by bringing 
the intensity and energy that propelled them 
through a win of three sets to one. Sending the 
Klondike Cougars home, the Lady Wildcats pro-
ceeded to the game of a lifetime in the Regional Fi-
nals. 
 For the Lady Wildcats, their biggest oppo-
nent, especially mentally, was the Bronte Lady 
Longhorns. In the Regional Finals, these two, huge 
rivals would have to face each other for the most 
intense game of the season. As both teams warmed 
up on the floor, fans started to file into the gym, 
filling the stands adorned with their Christmas 
sweaters. The theme against Bronte was decided to 
be Christmas themed, in hopes of wrapping Bron-
te’s game up and leaving it under the tree. Once the 
teams were announced for introductions, the ener-
gy built up and the National Anthem rang through 
the gym, signaling the beginning of a fierce battle. 
The Lady Wildcats knew that they would have to 
bring their “A-game”, and as the first serve soared 
across the net, they were more than prepared and 
ready to win the day. Point after point, each team 
gave full effort, but the Lady Wildcats managed to 
pull ahead, and the Bronte Lady Longhorns didn’t 
stand a chance as Water Valley kept attacking the 
net with unyielding tenacity. For Bronte, Christmas 
came early, and they got to go home for the holi-
days while the Lady Wildcats took the win in four 
sets, sending them to the State Tournament. Tears 
of joy and pride erupted as the girls crossed the 
floor with the most meaningful gold ball earned 
yet. For the Lady Wildcats, that trophy represented 

all of the hard work and many hours that paid off. 
 Now they were headed to their desired des-
tination since they started playing together in third 
grade. Every volleyball players’ dream is to play in 
the State Tournament, and for small town Water 
Valley, that dream had become a reality. Garland, 
Texas is exactly what these girls had worked for 
and they earned nothing less. As the girls left Wa-
ter Valley, the school and community sent them off 
with a good luck farewell, letting the girls know 
that they were right behind them, rooting for them 
all of the way. Many dedicated fans followed the 
team to Garland to back them up, and decided to 
have fun with an 80s theme, in hopes of the team 
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The Yell Squad Sending out Their Calls. 

Photo Courtesy of Angie Glass  
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bringing their best rockstar moves to the game. For 
the State Semi-Final, the Lady Wildcats faced the 
Cowgirls of D'Hanis on the biggest stage they 
would see all year. As the girls were adjusting to 
the new environment, they played a sloppy, but 
scrappy game, keeping their determination and 
love for the sport above all else, and came through 
with a three-set sweep. As the next day came, emo-
tions bubbled at the surface as the last opportunity 
for the girls to play together approached. The last 
locker room preparation took place as the girls 
jammed to their ritual, pre-game playlist and 
slipped on their knee pads and armbands for the 
final show. The Lady Wildcats stepped on the floor 
together, as one, representing what would be the 
conclusion of volleyball. In the State Final game, 
the Lady Wildcats took on the Lady Tigers of Nech-
es, but they were not alone. Loved ones, dedicated 
fans, and the devoted “Yell Squad” filed into the 
stands ready to celebrate a wonderful season with 
fiesta apparel. Sombreros, mustaches, and colorful 
ponchos covered the section with energy as the 
game began. 
 As the battle went on, the score did not set 

in the favor of the Lady Wildcats, but they kept 
their fight and passion in the game and did not give 
up, leaving the scores 24-26, 19-25, 24-26 to wrap 
up the State Championship. In the end, the Water 
Valley Lady Wildcats got second place in the state 
of Texas, but could not deny the rarity of their win. 
There are only two teams in the big state of Texas 
that can say they played in the State Championship 
game, and Water Valley was one proud contender.   
 As silver medals were hung around each 
players neck, tears were shed, but they weren’t 
tears of defeat; the girls knew that they had won 
over the hearts of every fan, it was just the last 
time to touch a volleyball for many of these girls. In 
the conclusion of the volleyball season, the Lady 
Wildcats represented their pride well, and with 
their motto of “Win the Day,” these ladies definitely 
won their season. 

 With the great representation of the Lady 
Wildcats, also came many rightly earned titles. Af-
terwards, some Lady Wildcats were declared to be 
apart of the 2018 All-Concho Valley Volleyball 
team. This includes Senior, Shelby Kolls, as a setter 

Jumping for Joy during the Game of a Lifetime 

Photo Courtesy of  Angie Glass  

Coach Greebon Floating on Air after a Regional Victory 

Photo Courtesy of  Angie Glass  
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The “Yell Squad” Asking for an Early Christmas. 

Photo Courtesy of  Angie Glass  

on the team, as well as receiving Academic All-
District, with 26 assists and 11 digs in the State 
Tournament itself. Junior, Kirstyn Greebon, earned 
the Defensive Specialist position on the team, with 
27 digs in the State Tournament, as well as an 
astonishing 580 digs in the overall season. Senior, 
Kenzie Jordan, was announced as a right side hitter 
on the Concho Valley team, back-to-back district 
MVP, and recorded to have 26 kills, 27 assists, and 
22 digs in the State Tournament. Kenzie ended her 
last high school season with an overall 559 kills, 
580 assists, and 473 digs within 43 games, but 
Kenzie has also decided that this season would not 
be her last. To follow her own personal dreams, 
Water Valley is proud to announce that one of their 
own, Kenzie Jordan, has committed to ASU to con-
tinue her passion for playing volleyball. Last but 
not least, Coach Brenda Greebon was declared 
Coach of the Year; with all of her dedication and 
success, there is no doubt as to why she earned this 
prestige title. Taking a team all the way is no easy 
task, but Coach Greebon took it on head first, and 
managed to come out with an immensely success-
ful season. Thanks to the amazing guidance of 

Greebon, and the hard work of the Lady Wildcats, 
they made a wonderful season to be forever re-
membered along with many cherished memories. 
Most importantly, thanks to the moms, dads, fans, 
loved ones, and last but not least, the Yell Squad; 
the community was brought together to support 
something in a beautiful way as one. The 2018 La-
dy Wildcats had an amazing season that displayed 
breathtaking pride and will go down in history for 
the resemblance of hard work paying off. 

 

 

Celebrating Fans Unite 

Photo Courtesy of  Angie Glass  
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 The future's looking bright! It seems all the 
brighter when you add in the reflections of little, 
gold, smiling faces of our kindergarten and first-
grade Wildcat flag football team as they hold up 
their Super Bowl Championship trophy. It is such a 
remarkable accomplishment, being that they en-
tered the playoffs in third place and overcame all of 
the odds to become the Texas Youth Six-Man Flag 
Champions. “At the time, you may not be at the top, 
but all it takes is hard work and teamwork,” stated 

Coach Tim Teagarden. Overcoming all of the chal-
lenges these Wildcats faced this season was a tre-
mendous accomplishment that was rewarded with 
a shiny, gold football. They hit a rough patch when 
they discovered that one of their key players could-
n’t make it, and had some kids who have never 
played before. In the end, they still kept their heads 
in the game and strategized. 
 The Water Valley Wildcats won their first 
playoff game versus the Westbrook Wildcats with a 

Kindergarten and 1st Grade Wildcat Flag Football Team Celebrate their Big Win 

Photo Courtesy of  Kristina Lange  

By Calista Gibson and Elizabeth Currie 
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score of 39-32. This was a hard-fought football 
game that supplied plenty of ammunition for their 
Super Bowl appearance against the Ira Bulldogs. 
The first half of the game was a little rocky, but at 
halftime, the Water Valley Wildcats were tied with 
the Bulldogs 13 all. “I talked to the boys about how 
cool it would be to bring that gold football trophy 
back to WVISD, but to do that we have to shut them 
down on defense,” stated Head Coach Tim Teagar-
den. These young men seemed to excel in their 
game plan and resolved to win as they outscored 
Ira 20 to 6 in the second half. The Wildcats won 
with the final score of 33 to 19 in order to secure 
the Super Bowl victory. 
 This team had something special within 
them this season. They all contributed to the big 
win in the end and used the Wildcat spirit against 
the Ira Bulldogs to bring home the championship 
title. None of this would have even been possible 
without the coaching staff of Tim Teagarden, Tan-
ner Teagarden, Bruce Schovajsa, and Clay Lange. 
Some of the players included Weston Sutton and 
Colt Lange who had a few words to say about the 
season “Our favorite memory was getting to play in 
the championship game with our friends.” The 
team Tate Teagarden, Houston Holt, Nathaniel 
Coston, Colt Lange, Mason Rogers, Hagen Schova-
jsa, Aiden Stubbs, Weston Sutton, and Cy Manley 
accomplished something very significant this sea-

son. Not just bringing home the win, but learning 
some life lessons within the season itself. The Wild-
cats had a strong and rewarding season by using 
Wildcat fight within every single one of them. 
 

The Golden Reflections of Champions 

Photo Courtesy of  Kristina Lange 

 

The Team Spirit is Felt by All 

Photo Courtesy of  Kristina Lange 



One Act Play is a place where you can really 
be yourself, but portray another person at the 
same time. Being involved with One Act Play brings 
out the animation within each person that you 
don’t normally see. That quiet person begins to 
strut across the stage with a whole other confi-
dence never seen before, or that really loud and 
obnoxious person glides into a scene with a soft 
nature that nobody knew of. “This year going into 
the competition season, I had to take a new ap-

proach to select a new production, to match the 
personalities within the actors that she now pos-
sesses.” Mrs. Lange inputted, “The personalities 
these actors and actresses have they tend to lean 
more to the darker side of life, and they are good at 
bringing the serious.” The play chosen for this year 
is The Triangle written by Laurie Brooks, which 
portrays a spin-off of the historical factory fire in 
1911. 

The Triangle was selected to be cultivated 

Setting The Stage  
By: Keegan Foltz and Calista Gibson  

Brittney Sutton, Kynlea Foltz, and Shelby Gothard Diligently Read through the Script 

Photo Courtesy of  Calista Gibson   
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by the 2019 cast due to their past relations to 
darker, more serious plays. This play takes us 
back to the early 1900s in the Big Apple, at a 
shirtwaist factory.  With this play, the perform-
ers will be following the main characters Malena, 
played by Selah Padilla, and Sophie, played by 
Emily Lemons. Both Selah and Emily are strong, 
award-winning actresses returning from the pre-
ceding year. Fulfilling the crucial, love interest 
role as Max is Ethan Chapman, who is also a re-
turning actor with a bigger role than before. This 
play will showcase what the Water Valley One 
Act Play program has to offer; it will play to their 
strengths. “We’ve never made it to where we 
want to make it, which is State, but I think we 
really have a chance this year,” Selah Padilla stat-
ed. The cast and crew have big plans to put in 
countless nights of hard work and heart. 

The hard work and long hours of dedica-
tion doesn’t just show up on stage. Apart that not 
everyone gets to experience is the tough grind 
that goes on behind the curtains. Having an orga-
nized leader, the right sound, and perfect lighting 
all filters into what makes or breaks a show. For 
behind the scenes preparation, Brittany Sutton, 
Keegan Foltz, Emma Rust, Levi Smith, and Calista 
Gibson will take on the tasks of the crew this 
year in order to make the play go round. Brittany 
Sutton, an OAP veteran, has contributed to the 
One Act Play world since she was a freshman. 
When asked what the atmosphere is like within 
the sound booth compared to on stage, Brittany 
replied: “It’s a lot more chaotic, we have to fol-
low the actors and if something is wrong we fol-
low the error to fix it.” The twists and turns of 
the program are what makes it lively and unpre-
dictable. 

For 2019, the Water Valley One Act Play 
will be under the direction of Kristina Lange and 
Donna Chapman. Kristina Lange has been direct-
ing One Act Play for five years, this will be her 
sixth production.  Donna Chapman will continue 
to be Lange’s wing-woman for the second con-
secutive year. For the dynamic duo, this will be 
their second play to direct together. Both of the-

se women truly have the drive and passion to 
make this year’s play great. There’s not another 
company that is more passionate, nor informed 
about this venture than the company of Water 
Valley. For two years running, One Act Play has 
made history by advancing to the UIL Regional 
competition and representing Water Valley well, 
so this year’s expectations are nothing less. 

Mrs. Lange and Mrs. Chapman Cutting Script 

Photo Courtesy of  Calista Gibson  

Logan Chapman and Cassie Hill  

Studying hard during lunch. 

Photo Courtesy of  Calista Gibson   



Sitting near the fireplace while drinking hot 
chocolate is an ideal Christmas wish, but do you 
know what will make it even better? Christmas 
music performed by some adorable and talented 
students. Music seems to be a cure for a lot of peo-
ple, and the band is here to make sure that people 
are pleased. On December 20th, the band will play 
recognizable tunes that will get everyone in a sea-
sonal mood. The Christmas concert will take place 
in Water Valley’s new gym at 6:30 pm. The band 
had under six weeks to prepare for the perfor-
mance, enough time to end the semester on an 
amazing note. 

Concert season is more about sound than 

anything else. The process of the whole prepara-
tion for the concert is more complicated than what 
others would imagine. Getting prepared for a con-
cert requires a lot of time and effort. It involves 
hard work and teamwork to display a well-
organized concert. Everyone has to play their part 
in order to sound good, they can’t just hide behind 
another player. Another quality in sounding good is 
balance, which includes teamwork. If the trumpets 
have melody, they have to play out, but on the oth-
er hand, the rest of the band will have to back off. A 
big problem that the band will face when perform-
ing is sounding confident. This can lead the band to 
having inadequate sound. Playing in front of an au-

Mrs. Zeigler Leads an Elementary Class as they practice for the Christmas Concert 

Photo Courtesy of  Christopher Voss  

Do You Hear What I Hear?’:  
A Christmas Concert Is Nearby  

By: Ethan Chapman and Kayle Chandler 
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dience can be so nerve-wracking that the player 
second guesses themselves and messes up. The 
practice has helped the band to boost their confi-
dence. 

The process seems simple, but it couldn’t be 
further away from easy. Practicing a song takes 
more than reading the notes and rhythms. There 
are dynamics, tempos, balance, and a lot more that 

needs to take place in music. When receiving the 
piece of music for the first time, the band begins to 
skim quickly through it. They have to pay attention 
to the key and the time signature. As the days go 
by, they play through the piece constantly, fixing 
the small mistakes as they go. Mrs. Ziegler has 
been teaching a lesson about balance ever since 
the band began concert season. When everyone 
plays the same part, the lower pitched instruments 
need to play out to be heard as much as the higher 
pitched instruments in an unison balance. Howev-
er, the different part’s balance is flipped because 
the higher-pitched instruments usually play the 
melody. A good general rule is to “listen back” for 
balance. Using this tactic can improve how the 
band sounds as a whole, which creates a huge, but 
better difference. 

For the past weeks, the band has been 
working extra hard to make this night unforgetta-
ble. Not only will the High School Band be playing, 
but so will the 6th and 7th grade. To start the night 
off, the Elementary students will be singing Christ-
mas songs. One young students conveyed their 
thoughts about singing and dancing in front of his 
family and friends by saying, “I’m excited because 
we are going to be doing all of our dance moves 

Mrs. Zeigler lead the 7th Grade and JH/HS  Bands during the Christmas Concert 

Photo Courtesy of Christopher Voss  
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First Graders enter the Christmas Concert, Holly and Jolly 

Photo Courtesy of Calista Gibson  
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and while we're doing that, we can have the chance 
to think that when the wise men came to Jesus 
they were there to kill Jesus, but then they realized 
that was their king the savior of them and they 
were all happy and sang, ‘Oh Holy Night’.” After the 
Elementary performs, the 6th grade will play three 
songs on their instruments. Then the 7th-grade 
band will also present to the audience three differ-
ent Christmas songs. The last group, which is the 

High School Band, will play three songs in total for 
the audience. The concert will then end with the 
High School Band joined by the 7th grade, playing 
‘Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas.’ Mrs. Zieg-
ler expressed how she was feeling about the up-
coming Christmas concert by saying, “I'm very ex-
cited about our annual Christmas Concert! Every 
child has prepared and practiced for this event and 
I know it will be a fun evening!” The band would 
love to thank everyone for the continued support 
and wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year!  
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Third Graders perform “Frosty the Snowman” for the  

Audience during the Christmas Concert 

Photo Courtesy of Calista Gibson  

Levi Smith Plays a Starring Role as the Leon the Grumpy 

Elf during the “Diary of the Grumpy Elf “ performance at 

the Christmas Concert 

Photo Courtesy of Calista Gibson  

“I'm very excited 

about our annual 

Christmas Concert! 

Every child has 

prepared and 

practiced for this 

event and I know it 

will be a fun 

evening!”  



Finding  

Infinity 
By: Emma Rust and Vivienne Nelms  

 The Water Valley ISD Art 4 Thesis: an ad-
vanced studio level course is composed of two stu-
dents. One of them, Kendra Hoover, has dedicated 
her time in the class to create a series of “eyes”, all 
of which have different compositions and mean-
ings. Her work is not completed yet and will carry 

on throughout the year, but what she has right now 
still held much value and potential. 
 This is the second year that Water Valley 
ISD has offered an Art 4 class. The main goal of the 
class is to choose and create art based off of a 
theme and carry it throughout the year. This class 
is very open-ended; the student can choose which-
ever era of art they wish to base their work off of, 
what sort of art style they want to choose, and how 
they want to go about creating their art. The stu-
dents are allowed to work at their own pace and, in 
a way, are their own teacher. The only require-
ments are that they must record their progress, 
create presentations and present them to classes 
outside of Art, and give a solo exhibition in the 
Wildcat Gallery at the end of the year. They also 
must contribute their works in the group exhibi-
tion at the Co-op Gallery of the San Angelo Museum 
of Fine Arts. 
 Kendra’s works in Art 4 have been very 
strong so far. She has begun a series of paintings  

“Finding Infinity”  

Mixed Media on Paper 

Photo Courtesy of  Emma Rust 
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titled “Finding Infinity”, and the main theme of the-
se works is the transition. Her two current paint-
ings feature two sets of eyes. The first set has sim-
ple brown eyes, while the second one showcases 
vast galaxies in place of the pupils; the contrast in 
the two is meant to show transition into becoming 
a different, better being. “I’m really working on 
transition, and through my art, I want people to see 
the transition of becoming… I just really wanted to 
show each of my pieces going to have a before and 
after picture to just show how much changing 

those things about yourself can change your life,” 
explained Kendra about her series and its theme. 

Kendra’s works include much symbolism, 
mainly because she chose the Symbolist Movement 
as her inspiration and time period to study. The 
series as a whole symbolizes imagination, as stated 
by Kendra, “...The first piece I was all about imagi-
nation, and to me, imagination was always what 

you see the world to be.” She feels that having crea-
tivity opens up the possibilities of things in life, and 
that the way things are perceived, changes the ex-
pressiveness of an individual. 

In Finding Infinity, the bland colors in the 
first set of eyes represent dullness, and the cool, 
yet radiant colors in the second set represent imag-
ination and brightness. Kendra let even the colors 
symbolize different ways of viewing the world be-
cause, in the Symbolism Movement, everything im-
plies something else. 

Kendra still has much to show in the next 
semester. She plans on incorporating different ob-
jects in her series and using a variety of mediums. 
Her overall goal this year is to share things that she 
feels are important to other people. She is on the 
right track and is excited to present her finished 
work at the end of the school year. 

The Artist, Kendra Hoover in her Art Studio Space 

Photo Courtesy of  Emma Rust 

“I ’m really working on 

transition, and 

through my art, I want 

people to see the transition of 

becoming… I just really 

wanted to show each of my 

pieces going to have a before 

and after picture to just show 

how much changing those 

things about yourself can 

change your life,”  

                     - Kendra Hoover 



Hoover’s Hangout by Dane Hoover,  

WVISD High School Principal 

  “Senioritis” 

  Tis the season for senioritis. The dis-
ease that hits senior students this time of the 
year. According to Merriam-Webster’s Dic-
tionary, “senioritis is an ebbing of motivation 
and effort by school seniors as evidenced by 
tardiness, absences, and lower grades”. 

  So has this disease hit Water Valley 
High? It depends on who you talk to. Some 
seniors might admit that they have senioritis. 
Some parents will agree that their senior 
child has senioritis. A few teachers might 
even confess that they have seen signs of 
senioritis. 

  However, as principal, I can say that so 
far, there is not a widespread outbreak of 
senioritis. In my research, I have discovered 
that many seniors are taking preventative 
measures to avoid senioritis. 

  Evidence obtained: 1) The volleyball 
team, led by seniors, recently earned second 
place in the state. 2) I have witnessed seniors 
working hard in the classroom. 3) The foot-
ball team, also led by seniors, did not give up 
this season. 4) A senior-led marching band 
received a Division 1 Rating at the Marching 
Contest. 

  So the question is, “Will senioritis 
eventually hit WVISD?” Of course, it will 
eventually affect most seniors. This is a natu-
ral occurrence in the world. However, there 
is great news! The symptoms of senioritis 
are short-term. For some reason, they typi-
cally end around graduation. Enjoy your last 
semester, seniors! 
    -Dane Hoover 
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    by Christopher Voss,  WVISD High School Art & Journalism 

“The Insignificant, Significance” 

 The Christmas season is upon us, and my mind is clouded with thoughts of what to do, or what 
grand gesture can be accomplished, in order to help the world around me. This should be my lifelong 
thought process, but admittedly my world is filled with work, family, chores, obligations, and a nap 
here and there. When considering what I can do to “give myself away”, I wonder if the immensity of the 
gesture even matters. Sure, I love hearing that an anonymous donor paid 20 million dollars to take care 
of all the layaways at a local Wal-Mart for families in need. I don’t even mind a person taking public 
credit for donating coats or school supplies to a school in need. These are all grand in my mind. Being a 
part of these large-scale moments is no doubt, one of the greatest confirmations of the good we all have 
in us, should we choose to engage that part of us. 
 So many times I think of doing something, something insignificant in the eyes of the world 
around me; something so small, you wonder if you should even bother. What is the point? It’s nothing. 
Up against the “big deeds” or the “grand gestures”, your small act diminishes into a vapor of the thin-
nest air possible. It’s interesting to consider how we so often compare deeds to find the ones that get 
the attention, or significance. In one of my Bible studies, I noticed within the inspirational text that this 
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verse, 2 Timothy 4:13, was there. The Apostle Paul requests from Timothy in verse 13, “When you 
come, be sure to bring the cloak which I left in Troas with Carpus, and my scrolls, especially the parch-
ments.” At first glance, this verse seems to be so insignificant. Why would that even appear in the Bi-
ble? What’s the big deal?  Maybe that’s just it. The very act of bringing someone something they need. Is 
this the insignificant, significance? Not to Paul as he was in need, and the “insignificant act” was exceed-
ingly significant for his studies, his well-being, and the impact he had on all those he served. In a way, 
those who brought him what he needed are very much a part of what he would do for the masses sur-
rounding his ministry. The insignificant becomes significant all of a sudden. 
   A famous quote by Aesop, a Greek fabulist, and storyteller, rambles around in my mind as he 
states, “No act of kindness, no matter how small, is wasted.” So maybe all is significant. Maybe every-
thing we do for each other including a smile, an encouragement, a hug, a kind word, or simply helping 
someone get “their cloak”. Could it be that, in our society, the genuine act of simply giving of ourselves 
without credit or honor is the way to achieve a foundation of growth, and possibly a new foundation 
for the trust of a person served? Maybe this is being overlooked. Maybe these “insignificant” acts are 
the very way we reach each other, bond with each other, and show a compassion that is beyond under-
standing. 

  Being that I am the Art Instructor here at Water Valley, and an Adjunct Professor of Art at Ange-
lo State University, I cannot end this commentary without a quote by Vincent Van Gogh, a post-
impressionist painter whose work, notable for its beauty, emotion, and color, highly influenced 20th-
century art. Van Gogh struggled with mental illness throughout his life, and remained poor and virtu-

ally unknown throughout his lifetime. He makes a 
“significant” statement that affirms my point. Van Gogh 
states, “Great things are done by a series of small things 
brought together.” Value the small, “insignificant” acts this 
Christmas season and beyond. Consider even taking part 
in as many meaningful encouragements, service, kind ac-
knowledgments, and small acts of kindness that you can. 
Maybe even take a small risk and show an adversary, un-
relenting kindness. It is in these small acts that the great, 
significant acts are made known. 
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“No act of kindness, no 

matter how small, is 

wasted.” - Aesop 

“Great things are 

done by a series of 

small things 

brought together.”  

- Vincent Van Gogh 
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